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property of the Government. The objections to this rule are so 
numerous that we can only give a brief review of them : 

(i) It restricts the survey to use of a range of material which 
is narrower than it should be. Much that is contained in private 
collections, especially in the department of palaeontology, is 
unique, either entirely or partially, and must remain so always, or 
for a long time. The author then who wishes to present a truly 
scientific monograph to the survey is unable to do so ; and the 
student must look through the usual variety of publications in 
order to get a complete report on any subject. This rule, there- 
fore, destroys the chief merit of government publications, which 
consists in the fact that they can be, owing to the superior pub- 
lishing capacity of the Government, more compendious than the 
publications of any private person or society. 

Were this rule impartially applied, it would greatly curtail the 
value of the government publications, but as it is only used with 
reference to certain persons, its full effects are not yet apparent. 

(2) The rule involves the survey in a great unnecessary ex- 
pense of re-collecting material that already exists in the museums 
of the country. It involves loss of time in the necessity which 
results from the new study by persons unfamiliar with it. It in- 
volves loss of time in the delay which follows the repreparation 
of new material. It employs men at high salaries to do again 
work which has already been done. If thus causes waste where 
economy is highly important. 

The opposite policy was pursued by the surveys which pre- 
ceded the present one. The result naturally was a much greater 
amount of good work done for much less money. Naturalists 
worked for>the survey for small salaries or even gratuitously. 

The policy of selling the publications of the survey could not, 
as might have been expected, make any impression on this great 
expenditure. The demand for the annual reports has been, we 
understand, but small, and immeasurably below that which existed 
during previous administrations. 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

The Olden Time Series. — Our thanks are due to Mr. Henry 
M. Brooks for gleaning the old newspapers of Boston and Salem 
in order to save precious tidbits of information otherwise in dan- 
ger of moth and rust. Three of the series have appeared with 
the following titles : " Curiosities of the Old Lottery," " Days of 
the Spinning-wheel," " New England Sunday." 

Much in each volume does not relate strictly to the title, and 
there is much that is merely quaint and curious, but the student 
of sociology will lose a great deal of precious information who 
does not carefully scrutinize these volumes. 
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With reference to lotteries, one reads with surprise of Faneuil 
Hall, Harvard College, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
free schools, Episcopal and Congregational churches as bene- 
ficiaries of the golden wheel. 

The Leicester Academy lottery is thus advertised : " As the 
design of this Lottery is for promoting Piety, Virtue, and such of 
the liberal Arts and Sciences as may qualify the Youth to become 
useful members of Society, the Managers wish for and expect the 
Aid of the Gentlemen Trustees of the Academy, the Reverend 
Clergy, and all persons who have a taste for encouraging said 
Seminary of Learning." 

Volume 11 covers a wide area of subjects, but is equally rich in 
delightful mementos of last century. This is from the Post Boy : 
"To be given away, a Male Negro Child of good Breed, and in 
good Health. Inquire of Green and Russell." 

Volume in, regarding New England Sunday laws, approaches 
a subject which the anthropologist just begins to study with his 
accurate apparatus and just methods. The laws of days are as 
universal in time and place as the human species. That men in 
large bodies acted in this way or in that is a fact, and their actions 
had an efficient and sufficient cause. To trace these to their 
sources and to study their effects on human weal are of the high- 
est interest to us all. Here are a few laws from the statutes of 
Massachusetts : 

" No one shall be a freeman, or give a vote, unless he be con- 
verted, and a member in full Communion of one of the churches 
allowed in this dominion. 

" No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep house, 
cut hair, or shave on the Sabbath day. 

" No woman shall kiss her child on the Sabbath, or fasting 
day. 

" No one shall read common prayer books, keep Christmas, or 
set days, make mince pies, dance, play cards, or play on any in- 
strument of music, except the Drum, Trumpet, or Jewsharp. 

" No one shall run on the Sabbath day, or walk in his garden, 
or elsewhere, except reverently to and from meeting." 

The chief advantage of Mr. Brooks' method of treatment is 
that subjects are considered separately, and it is to be hoped that 
the author will continue his researches. 

Conn's Modern Evolution. 1 — This work is a timely presenta- 
tion of the subject of evolution from the standpoint of the natu- 
ralist. The author touches but lightly the metaphysical aspect of 
the question. The contributive facts are taken up successively, 
and well presented. The various hypotheses are then stated, and 
their value discussed. This is the first work in which the Amer- 

1 Evolution of To-day. By H. W. Conn, professor of biology in the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, Middletown, Conn., 8vo, pp. 342. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 23d street, New 
York. 
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